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Sculptor shows bronze mettle

Artist designs Hashknife Pony Express monument for downtown Scottsdale < PAGE A3
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By JULIE JAHOVERY
TRERAKE

The West hns alwnye been o part
of artist Herb Mignery's life and
wark.

Sa It was only fitting thai the
Colorade-based sculptor, who grew
up an & ranch in Nebraskn, was in
Seottadale on Thursday to help cole-
brate the city’s 15th annual Western-
themed Art Walk.

Mignery, the artist chosen to de-
sign the Hashknife Pony Express
msrmment to be urveilsd in down-
town Scottsdale on Febo 1, greeted
visitors Thursdny o Scotisdale’s
Tradlside Gollery.

The gallery is selling ministure
bronze poplieas of Mignerys "Foss-
ing the Legney™ monument which in
n fow months will stand noar the vi-
cinity of the Arizons Canal and Mar-
shall Wy

Last November, members of
Secattsdnie Public Art selected Mi
gnery's design which deplets a Hith-
century Pory Express rider paesing
o madlbag to the outstretched hand
of a contempoerary rider,

Mignoery said be got the call on
M, T == his birthday:

“I was very honored to be cho-
sen for this project. This coukl be
the [lagship piece of my caneer,” aaid
Mignery, whose public works range
fromm statueties he designed for the
Country Musie Awards to the O
egon Trail Momumaent,

Mignery started sculpting neardy
A% yenrs s ol o colleague’s urging.
Prior to delving in clny, he worked as
nn Husteator,

Mignery sail his wife, Sherry, has
n brncelet which has small charm
replicas of his major works, “That
lirmoelet |8 starting vo et heavy” Mi-
gmery Joke,

Migmery was given a year to con-

replica of the
Hashknite
Pony Express
manument
Is exhibited
at Traklside
Gallery.
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WALK THE WALK: Artist Horb Mignery, center, talks with Paul Moore of Morman, Okla., at Trallside Gallery on
Thursday during the Western .Art Walk In Scattsdale.

struct the 24000 statue, which is
being funded by Scottsdale Public
Art nnd private donors,

Typienlly, be said, he converts his
disign's dimenslops by hand to ere-
ate a full size plasthe fonm model of
the seulpture’s hase,

This time Mignery hired a Colo-
rado company to convert the dimen-
slans by computer and machine cut
the foam — n move be said that took
four months off the overall process.

After Mignery had the fonm base
in place, be added about a half ineh

of clay on top, where he carved in
fne details such as the horse's hair
and wrinkles en the riders’ clothes,

Mignery snid o mold wns then
crostod and divided into 170 sections
which are now beifg cast in bronze
at 5 Colornde foundry

The 170 pieces, he sabd, will soon
be assembled from the bottom up
ol wielded — a prooess he plans to
OVErsSee.

The finkhed work, which is ex-
pected to be 20 feet long by 10 feot
high and 8 foet deep, Will be brought
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ta Coborndo by fiatbed trock in Jan-

BTY.

Mignery sabd hel pleased the
monument will hove a prominent
apot in Seottsdnbe and believes its
Western theme will have a place in
the Increasingly cosmopolitan ity

1 hope people got the feeling of
action and movement and better un-
derstand the hardships of thepoople
of that day,” he snbd.
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